
Directions for Submitting a Corporate Contract for Parallel Review/Negotiation 
 
Introduction: 
 
The Corporate Contracts group in the Office of Research Services strongly encourages the submission of contracts for all corporate- 
sponsored research, including clinical trials, as soon as a researcher is reasonably certain that he or she wishes to pursue a specific 
project with a company and the company is ready to discuss a contract.  Contracts with for-profit companies typically require 
negotiation. Accordingly, submission to corporate contracts at the earliest possible opportunity helps increase the likelihood that 
negotiations will not interfere with initiating the research.   
 
While the Penn ERA approval process needs to be completed before a contract may be signed, it does not need to be completed in 
order for a contract negotiation to be started.  Also, it is not necessary for a budget to be negotiated or for any IRB submission to 
have been completed to submit a contract for parallel negotiation.  Contracts are generally assigned and managed on a first-in, first 
negotiated basis.  It is expected that requests for parallel review will be made by the individual designated by his or her department 
to make submissions in Penn ERA for corporate-sponsored research, typically the Business Administrator. 
 
Step-by-Step Directions: 
 
Create a New Proposal by Completing the New Proposal Questionnaire in Penn ERA. 
 
Complete the Setup Questions; Please be sure to note in “Other funding information, guidelines, or restrictions” any other outside 
funding that will be used for the project.   
 
Open the eForm for Parallel Review of Corporate Contracts in Internal Documents and follow the directions on the form (copy 
provided below for reference).  
 

 
 
 
 
 


