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SubjectこExport Cont「oIs and Trade Sanctions

AIthough federa圧eguiations restricting exports of goods and technoiogies have exjsted since

the 1940s, these reguiations have become more restrictive and their enforcement at universities has

become more rigorous in recent years. The purpose ofthis memo is to remind YOu that the University

Of Pennsylvania must comply with a= app=cabIe U"S. government export reguIations. The vast majority

of teaching and research a`tivity at Penn fa=s within one or more of severa- exemptions and

excIusionsfrom licensing requirements. However′ it is important to understand how the laws appIy to

your activities at Penn as we= as the corresponding compliance obiigations, Which may extend to

documenting the appIicabIe =censing exception(S).

The U・S. govemment defines exports to incIude not on-y tangible or ′′phvsicaI′′ items, SuCh as

bioIogicai materiaIs′ ChemicaIs′ and equipment′ but aIso intangib-e information which may inciude

research data・ formuIae, engineering designs, and ideas. Furthermore, an eXPO面s defined not o申y as

an actual physical shipment′ but also includes eIectronic and voice transmissions out ofthe United

States (e.g・′ email or a phone c訓to a coIleague at a foreign institution or remotely accessing contro=ed

documents whiie t「ave冊ng intemation訓y). Expo巾S aiso incIude the reIease oftechno-ogy to foreign

nationaIs within the U・S.′ the provision oftraining or services invo一ving control-ed equipment to foreign

nationals i= the U"S. or abroad′ and engaging in transactions or providing servjces to entities and

individuaIs who are on embargo or specialIy designated nationaIs lists.

Exports are controIIed by muItiple federaI agencies in。uding‥ the Department of State through

the lnte「national Traffic in Arms Reguiations 〈ITAR)′ the Department of Commerce through the Export

Administ「ation Reg=lations (EAR)′ and the Department of Treasu「y through the O冊ce of Foreign Assets

ControI (OFAC). Each agency has its own procedures for enforcement, butvio-ations of any ofthese

regulations can resuIt in signifjcant institutional and personal penaIties′ inc-udjng fines of up to

$1′000,000 or more perviolation′ incarceration for up to 20 years′ and the loss offuture expo函g

Privileges.

The University of Pennsyivania is committed to the preservation of academic freedom.

FortunateIy most′ but not訓′ reSearCh activities on campus faII under the叩undamentaI research

eXemPtion′〃 which p「ovides that basic and applied resea「ch activities NO† subject to pu輔cation or



access restrictions wi= not be subject to export controIs. other dxemptions apply to information

Shared in the conduct of teaching activities on campus IN the U.S.′ aS WelI as to information that is

aIready pu輔cly avaiiabIe. The export reguIations are complex and continua=y changing, ;O it is

impo舶ntto consider each activitv on an individuai basis.

The Penn Office of Research Services (ORS) is responsibIe for heIping the communrty understand

and comply with the expo直COntrO看laws. PIease see https://researchservices・uPenn.edu/a「eas-Of-

Service/exDOrt-COm即ance/ for additiona=nformation including ana岬caI toois to assist you in

dete面ning if and how the reguIations apply to YOur aCtivity, aS We帰s points of contact fo「 assistance

W軸export control m甜ers.


